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Dear Parents 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
I hope you all had a lovely break – I know it was well needed by both the children and staff! 
 
I wanted to contact you all prior to returning to school on Thursday with some changes to guidance following the DfE 
updates that head teachers have received this week. 
 
Current Practice 
The majority of guidelines issued this week do not apply to primary-aged pupils and as such, there are no significant 
changes to our practice at Graveley. We have an outbreak management plan in place and if we get significant numbers of 
positive cases, it may mean that some of these measures may need to be implemented. We have decided that we 
currently will not mix KS1 and KS2 in assemblies and staff and children will remain in separate halves of the school. 
We will also be continuing with the staggered start and drop off times. Please do help us to minimise risk by observing 
social distancing during this time.  
 
Positive Cases and Isolation 
From 22nd December, changes came into force relating to the isolation period for confirmed positive Covid cases. The 
previous ten-day period of isolation has now been reduced to seven days, providing they can return a negative Lateral 
Flow test result on day six and day seven. The first test must be taken no earlier than day six and the two tests must be 
taken 24 hours apart.  
 
Anyone who is unable to carry out a lateral flow test should complete the full ten-day isolation period.  
 
We will continue to log positive cases in school and use the information provided by you to track absence and also 
update the local authority, when appropriate. For this reason, please do let the school office know if your child is not 
going to be in school and also the reason for the absence.  
 
Children (and fully vaccinated adults) who have been identified as a close contact of a positive case, are asked to test 
daily (LFTs) rather than isolate, and as long as they deliver negative results, they should continue to attend school. If they 
return a positive result or have symptoms, then they should isolate and request a PCR test. Depending on the outcome, 
they can follow the timings for isolation as above.  
 
I have attached a Flow Chart that I thought was quite helpful when trying to work out when self-isolation ends. Please do 
be aware that the new strain can present very differently in children. Many of the symptoms pupils have been presenting 
with are not the classic three but have tended to be sore throat, runny nose and headache.   
 
 
Remote Provision 
This hasn’t changed significantly. Pupils who are not attending school for Covid reasons and who are well enough, will be 
able to access remote provision via Google Classroom. Your child’s teacher will make contact to make sure you have 
everything needed for the time they are off.  Resources are provided on the class pages and have been posted with 
relevant links to content which has been prepared by the class teacher.  If a child is off school because they are generally 
unwell, then this provision should not be accessed. As soon as they are well enough, they should return to school.  
 
The government has made it possible in this latest set of guidance to switch to remote provision for a class or group of 
pupils should a school not be able to adequately (and safely) staff the teaching in school. This will be for as short a period 
as possible and of course, will very much be a last resort.  We hope that if families adhere carefully to the above advice 



 

   

then it will avoid staff testing positive as the new variant is clearly less dangerous but very contagious therefore can 
impact on staffing levels. 
 
Additional measures in school: 

 Hand washing 

 Encouraging ‘catch it, kill it and bin it’ 

 Ventilation in classrooms 
 
If your child is currently positive with COVID or has had a period of self-isolation over the Christmas break, please do 
email the office (admin@graveley.herts.sch.uk) with their isolation dates so we might amend the register accordingly 
prior to the school term and your child’s teacher can make any necessary contact. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all again on Thursday! 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Nicky Hand 

Headteacher 
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