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The ‘Intent’ of our History Curriculum 

History intends to prepare each pupil for their next phase of education whilst at the same time giving 
all students a broad and balanced view of the History of Britain and other societies and eras. In this, 
pupils will develop a well-rounded knowledge of the past and its events, with intention to improve 
every students’ cultural capital, understanding of the world around them and their own heritage. 
History at Graveley, aims to be ambitious, and motivating. Ambitious in our coverage of History and 
thorough teaching of Historical skills. Motivating, through engaging activities, trips and visitors that 
give all students an opportunity to question the past.   
At Graveley Primary School, we have designed our History curriculum with the intent that our children 
will:  
 

 Become increasingly critical and analytical thinkers  
 Possess a secure understanding of the chronology of the British Isles and other import periods of 

History  
 To discover links and connections to the History they learn and the wider community and locality  
 Further their knowledge and explanations of change and continuity over time with regards to 

the history of the British Isles and other societies and eras  
 Differentiate between source types and explain how interpretations in History may differ   
 Draw on similarities and differences within given time frames and across previously taught History  
 Enquire in to Historical themed questions and form their own opinions and interpretation of the past  

 
 

 

The ‘Implementation’ of our History Curriculum 

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of 
background, ability, additional needs, to flourish to become the very best version of themselves they 
can possibly be. The history curriculum at Graveley Primary School is based upon the 2014 Primary 
National Curriculum in England, which provides a broad framework and outlines the knowledge and 
skills and taught in each Key Stage. History is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that children 
achieve depth in their learning. Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic 
and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group 
across the school. By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British 
history from the Stone Age to the present day. They are able to draw comparisons and make 
connections between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this are studies of 
world history, such as the ancient civilisations of Greece and Benin. 
 
 
 
 

The ‘Impact’ of our History Curriculum 

The impact and measure of this is to ensure that children at Graveley are equipped with historical 
skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and for life 
as an adult in the wider world. Children will know more, remember more and understand more about 
History. Children will understand and use the key skills of chronological understanding, Knowledge 
and understanding of events in the past, Historical interpretation, Historical enquiry and organisation 
and communication.  The large majority of children will achieve age related expectations in History.  
As historians, children will learn lessons from history to influence the decisions they make in their lives 
in the future.



 

 

Progression in our History Curriculum 

Chronology 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn 1 Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes 
 

To describe the lives of my 
own family 
 

Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes Somewhere to Settle World War 2 
Place events within world 
war 2 on a timeline to set 
out the order 
 
Remember key historical 
facts and some dates from 
a period studied 

Global Goals 
 

Evacuees 
Place WW2 and key dates 
within evacuation on a time 
line in relation to other 
studies 
Remember key facts from 
the period studied 

  

Autumn 2 To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

 
I am learning to describe 
differences between now 
and then 
 
I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

Romans 
Use  

Understand and use more 
complex terms eg 
BC/BCE/AD 
Show a developing 
understanding of 
chronology realising that 
the past can be divided up 
into different time periods 

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Benin 
Place Kingdom of Benin on 
time line in relation to other 
studies. What was 
happening in Britain during 
this time? 
Use relevant dates and 
terms when placing key 
events on a timeline. 
 

Trading Posts 
 

Sequence 
events, 
artefacts or 
pictures in 
chronological 
order from 
different time 
periods 

Sequence a 
collection of 
artefacts, 
pictures and 
events from 
a period in 
history 
studied and 
begin to 
recall dates 
of 
importance 

Spring 1 Best of British 
 

I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

Dinosaurs 
 

Best of British 
 

Dinosaurs Great Britain 
 

Tudors 
Show a developing 
understanding of 
chronology realising that 
the past can be divided up 
into different time periods 
Use terms related to the 
period and begin to date 
events 
Remember key historical 
facts and some dates from 
a period studied 
 
 

Great Britain 
 

Shang Dynasty 
Place Shang Dynasty on 
time line in relation to other 
studies. What was 
happening in Britain during 
this time? 
Use relevant dates and 
terms when placing key 
events on a timeline. 

 

Sequence 
events, 
artefacts or 
pictures in 
chronological 
order from 
different time 
periods 

Sequence a 
collection of 
artefacts, 
pictures and 
events from 
a period in 
history 
studied and 
begin to 
recall dates 
of 
importance 
Describe 
memories of 
key events 
in lives and 
order them 
on a mini-
timeline 

  

Spring 2 Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
 

The Mississippi 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Summer 1 A day in the life of… 
 
To describe the lives of my 
own family 
 
I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

Fire! Fire! 
 

I am learning to describe 
differences between now 
and then 
 
I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

A day in the life of… Fire! Fire! Anglo Saxons 
Sequence events and 
artefacts 
Plot history on a timeline 
using centuries and 
decades 
Remember key historical 
facts and some dates from 
a period studied 

Stone age – Iron age 
Understand and use more 
complex terms eg 
BC/BCE/AD 
Show a developing 
understanding of 
chronology realising that 
the past can be divided up 
into different time periods 

The Norsemen 
Place Viking invasion on 
time line in relation to other 
studies.  
Use relevant dates and 
terms when placing key 
events on a timeline. 

 

Ancient Greeks 
Place Ancient Greece on 
time line in relation to other 
studies.  
Use relevant dates and 
terms when placing key 
events on a timeline. 

 

Sequence 
events, 
artefacts or 
pictures in 
chronological 
order from 
different time 
periods 

Sequence a 
collection of 
artefacts, 
pictures and 
events from 
a period in 
history 
studied and 
begin to 
recall dates 
of 
importance 
Describe 
memories of 
key events 
in lives and 
order them 
on a mini-
timeline 

Sequence 
events, 
artefacts or 
pictures in 
chronological 
order from 
different time 
periods 

Sequence a 
collection of 
artefacts, 
pictures and 
events from 
a period in 
history 
studied and 
begin to 
recall dates 
of 
importance 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 

Animal Habitats/Under the 
sea 

 

Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Amazon Adventures 
 

Urban Pioneers 
Remember key historical 
facts and some dates from 
a period studied 

Climate Zones 
 

Local Legends 
Place features of historical 
events and people from 
past societies and periods 
in a chronological 
framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Historical Knowledge 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn 1 Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes 
 

I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes Somewhere to Settle World War 2 
Identify reasons for and 
results of peoples actions 
Appreciate that wars have 
happened from a very long 
time ago and are often 
associated with invasion, 
conquering or religious 
differences 
Explain the impact of a 
significant historical figure 
in life in Britain 
Describe some of the main 
changes in Britain as a 
result of WW2 
 

Global Goals 
 

Evacuees 
Know key dates, 
characters and events of 
evacuation in WW2. 
Describe life as an 
evacuee using a range of 
sources – radio clips, diary 
entries, photographs 
Examine the cause and 
the result of evacuation 
and the impact on people 
Describe how a significant 
individual or movement 
has influenced the wider 
world or UK 

Sequence 
the story of 
a significant 
historical 
figure and 
appreciate 
that some 
people have 
made our 
lives be 
better today 
 

Research and 
sequence the 
life of a 
famous 
person from 
the past using 
different 
resources 
Recount the 
life of 
someone 
famous from 
Britain who 
lived in the 
past. 
Develop 
empathy and 
understanding 
to historical 
people and 
events 
through 
drama 
 
 
 
 

Autumn 2 To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

 
I am learning to describe 
differences between now 
and then 
 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

Romans 
Find out about everyday 
lives of people in time 
studied and compare with 
our life today 

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Benin 
Study Benin dynasty in 
detail 
The expansion and 
dissolution of empires;  
Identify characteristic 
features of Benin 
Achievements and follies 
Study different aspects of 
life for different people.eg 
men/women 
 
 

Trading Posts 
 

Sequence 
the story of a 
significant 
historical 
figure 

Explore cause 
and effect by 
looking at 
significant 
individuals’ 
actions and 
what happened 
as a result 

Spring 1 Best of British 
 

I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

Dinosaurs 
 

Best of British 
 

Dinosaurs Great Britain 
 

Tudors 
Understand that the lives 
of wealthy people were 
very different to those of 
poor people 
Explain how significant 
historical figures 
contributed to national and 
international achievements 

Great Britain 
 

Shang Dynasty 
 
Study Shang dynasty in 
detail 
The expansion and 
dissolution of empires;  
Identify characteristic 
features of Benin 
Achievements and follies 

 
 

Sequence 
the story of a 
local 
significant 
historical 
figure and 
appreciate 
that some 
people have 
made our 
lives be 
better today 

 

Recount the 
life of 
someone 
famous 
(local) from 
Britain who 
lived in the 
past. 

  



 

 

Spring 2 Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
 

The Mississippi 
. 

Summer 1 A day in the life of… 
 

I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

Fire! Fire! 
 

I am learning to talk about 
items and pictures showing 
the past 

A day in the life of… Fire! Fire! Anglo Saxons 
 

Stone age – Iron age 
Appreciate how items 
found help us to build up 
an accurate picture of how 
people lived at different 
times 

The Norsemen 
Find out about and 
compare beliefs, behaviour 
and characteristics of 
people, recognising that 
not everyone shares the 
same views and feelings 

Ancient Greeks 
Compare an aspect of life 
and beliefs and behaviours 
with the Shang Dynasty  
Summarise what Britain 
may have learnt from the 
Ancient Greeks  
Describe the negative or 
positive impact of a period 
of history on contemporary 
society 

Begin to 
describe 
similarities 
and 
differences 
in artefacts 
and pictures 
Use a range 
of sources to 
find out 
characteristic 
features of 
the past 
Sort 
artefacts 
from then 
and now 
Recall a 
significant 
memory from 
the past 
Compare 
and explain 
how they 
have 
changed 
since they 
were born 

Describe 
with 
increasing 
confidence, 
similarities 
and 
differences 
identified 
between 
historical 
artefacts and 
pictures 
Describe 
how people, 
places and 
events have 
changed 
over time 
Describe 
changes in 
the local 
area during 
their own 
lifetime and 
that of their 
parents and 
grandparents 
Find out 
something 
about the 
past by 
talking to an 
older person 

Describe in 
simple terms 
the 
importance 
of a 
landmark 

Explore cause 
and effect by 
looking at 
significant 
individuals’ 
actions and what 
happened as a 
result 

Develop 
empathy and 
understanding 
to historical 
people and 
events 
through 
drama 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Amazon Adventures 
 

Urban Pioneers 
Describe how national 
changes have affected 
their locality 

Climate Zones 
 

Local Legends 
Explain how Stevenage 
and Graveley have 
changed over time 
Describe how their own 
lives have been changed 
by a significant individual – 
Lewis Silkin – Stevenage 
New Town 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Historical Enquiry 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes 
I am learning to talk 
about items and pictures 
showing the past 

Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes Somewhere to Settle World War 2 
Research 2 versions of 
an event and explain 
how they differ 

Global Goals 
 

Evacuees 
Explain why people 
acted in the way they 
did – why some chose 
to keep children at 
home while others sent 
them away? 

Begin to identify 
ways to represent 
the past 

Identify ways 
to represent 
the past 

Autumn 2 To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

I am learning to talk 
about items and pictures 
showing the past 
Use pretend play to think 
beyond the ‘here and 
now’ and to 
understand another 
perspective. 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

Romans 
Look at representations 
of the period through 
visits – Roman Baths 
Welwyn 
Choose relevant material 
to present a picture of 
one aspect of life in time 
past 
 

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Benin 
How do we know about 
periods of history 
without primary written 
sources? 
Evaluate the reliability of 
different types of 
evidence 
 

Trading Posts 
 

Answer questions 
using an 
artefact/photograph, 
including an event 
beyond living 
memory 

Use a source  
- why, what, 
how, who, 
where to ask 
questions and 
find answers 
Discuss the 
effectiveness 
of different 
historical 
sources 

Spring 1 Best of British 
 

 

Dinosaurs 
 

Best of British 
 

Dinosaurs Great Britain 
 

Tudors 
Observe small details in 
artefacts and pictures 
Ask and answer more 
complex questions 
through independent 
research eg 
Why did Henry VIII 
marry so many times? 
 
 

Great Britain 
 

Shang Dynasty 
Explain why people 
acted in the way they 
did 

 

Answer questions 
using an 
artefact/photograph, 
including an event 
beyond living 
memory 

Use a source  
- why, what, 
how, who, 
where to ask 
questions and 
find answers 

  

Spring 2 Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
 

The Mississippi 
. 

Summer 1 A day in the life of… 
 

To become involved in 
activities and 
experiences, which arise 
out of personal interest, 
curiosity and enquiry 

Fire! Fire! 
 

Use pretend play to think 
beyond the ‘here and 
now’ and to 
understand another 
perspective. 

A day in the life of… Fire! Fire! Anglo Saxons 
Choose relevant material 
to present a picture of 
one aspect of life in time 
past 
 

Stone age – Iron age 
Look for links and effects 
in time studied in order 
to offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events 

The Norsemen 
Compare accounts of 
events from different 
sources and offer some 
reasons for different 
versions of events 

Ancient Greeks 

Ask and answer 
questions about old 
and new objects 
Offer a plausible 
explanation of what 
an object was used 
for in the past 
 

Demonstrate 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
of events 
beyond living 
memory 
through 
simple 
recording, 
using text and 
drawing. 

Answer questions 
using an 
artefact/photograph, 
including an event 
beyond living 
memory 
Offer a plausible 
explanation of what 
an object was used 
for in the past 

Use a source  
- why, what, 
how, who, 
where to ask 
questions and 
find answers 
Demonstrate 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
of events 
beyond living 
memory 
through 
simple 
recording, 
using text and 
drawing. 
 



 

 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Amazon Adventures 
 

Urban Pioneers 
Look for links and effects 
in the creation of 
Stevenage New Town to 
offer reasonable 
explanation for some 
events 

Climate Zones 
 

Local Legends 
Use primary and 
secondary sources to 
find out about an aspect 
of the past  
Use a range of historical 
sources to describe how 
an event affected either 
Stevenage or Graveley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Communication and Vocabulary 

 Pupils will interpret a range of sources of geographical information and communicate geographical information in a variety of ways (National Curriculum 2013). 

 Pupils will talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another (ELG – Understanding the World (The World)) 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 1 Year 2 

Autumn 1 Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes 
 

Great Graveley 
 

Superheroes Somewhere to Settle World War 2  
Communicate knowledge 
and understanding about 
histiorical events in a 
variety of ways – labelled 
diagrams, recounts, 
stories, diaries 
 

Global Goals 
 

Evacuees 
Fit events into a display 
sorted by theme 
Select aspect of study to 
communicate knowledge 
and understanding, 
including extended writing 
Make appropriate use of 
historical terms in 
discussions and 
understand concepts 
(local, regional, national 
and international) 

Role play 
and drama 
Writing – eg 
reports, 
labelling, 
simple 
recount 
Use words 
and phrases 
like old, new 
and a long 
time ago 

Communicate 
understanding 
through class 
display, 
annotated 
photographs, 
ICT 
Use phrases 
and words 
like, before, 
after, past, 
present, then 
and now to 
describe the 
passing of 
time in their 
historical 
learning 
 

Autumn 2 To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

 

To infinity and beyond 
The Gunpowder Plot 

 

Frozen Planet 
Fireworks 

Romans 
Begin to understand use 
abstract terms –eg – 
Empire, civilisation 
Communicate knowledge 
and understanding about 
histiorical events in a 
variety of ways – labelled 
diagrams, recounts, 
stories, diaries 
 

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Benin 
Produce well-structured 
narratives, descriptions 
and explanations 
Make appropriate use of 
historical terms in 
discussions and 
understand concepts 
(local, regional, national 
and international) 

Trading Posts 
 

Communicate 
through 
timelines (3D 
with 
sequential 
objects or 
drawings) 
Role play and 
drama 
Writing – eg 
reports, 
labelling, 
simple 
recount 
Use words 
and phrases 
like old, new 
and a long 
time ago 

Communicate 
understanding 
through class 
display, 
annotated 
photographs, 
ICT 
Use phrases 
and words 
like, before, 
after, past, 
present, then 
and now to 
describe the 
passing of 
time in their 
historical 
learning 

Spring 1 Best of British 
 

 

Dinosaurs 
 

Best of British 
 

Dinosaurs Great Britain 
 

Tudors 
Communicate knowledge 
and understanding about 
histiorical events in a 
variety of ways – labelled 
diagrams, recounts, 
stories, diaries 
Use appropriate historical 
vocabulary to describe key 
features of a time period 
 

Great Britain 
 

Shang Dynasty 
Produce well-structured 
narratives, descriptions 
and explanations 
Make appropriate use of 
historical terms in 
discussions and 
understand concepts 
(local, regional, national 
and international) 

Communicate 
through 
timelines 
timelines (3D 
with 
sequential 
objects or 
drawings) 
Role play and 
drama 
Writing – eg 
reports, 

Communicate 
understanding 
through class 
display, 
annotated 
photographs, 
ICT 
Use phrases 
and words 
like, before, 
after, past, 
present, then 

  



 

 

labelling, 
simple 
recount 
Use words 
and phrases 
like old, new 
and a long 
time ago 

and now to 
describe the 
passing of 
time in their 
historical 
learning 

Spring 2 Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

Here and There 
 

All around the world 
 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
 

The Mississippi 
. 

Summer 1 A day in the life of… Fire! Fire! A day in the life of… Fire! Fire! Anglo Saxons 
Communicate knowledge 
and understanding about 
histiorical events in a 
variety of ways – labelled 
diagrams, recounts, 
stories, diaries 

Stone age – Iron age 
Communicate knowledge 
and understanding about 
histiorical events in a 
variety of ways – labelled 
diagrams, recounts, 
stories, diaries 

The Norsemen 
Fit events into a display 
sorted by theme 
Select aspect of study to 
communicate knowledge 
and understanding, 
including extended writing 
Make appropriate use of 
historical terms in 
discussions and 
understand concepts 
(local, regional, national 
and international) 

Ancient Greeks 
Fit events into a display 
sorted by theme 
Select aspect of study to 
communicate knowledge 
and understanding, 
including extended writing 
Make appropriate use of 
historical terms in 
discussions and 
understand concepts 
(local, regional, national 
and international) 

Communicate 
through 
timelines 
timelines (3D 
with 
sequential 
objects or 
drawings) 
Role play and 
drama 
Writing – eg 
reports, 
labelling, 
simple 
recount 
Use words 
and phrases 
like old, new 
and a long 
time ago 

Communicate 
understanding 
through class 
display, 
annotated 
photographs, 
ICT 
Use phrases 
and words 

like, before, 
after, past, 

present, then 
and now to 

describe the 
passing of 

time in their 
historical 
learning 

Communicate 
through 
timelines 
timelines (3D 
with 
sequential 
objects or 
drawings) 
Role play and 
drama 
Writing – eg 
reports, 
labelling, 
simple 
recount 
Use words 
and phrases 
like old, new 
and a long 
time ago 

Communicate 
understanding 
through class 
display, 
annotated 
photographs, 
ICT 
Use phrases 
and words 

like, before, 
after, past, 

present, then 
and now to 

describe the 
passing of 

time in their 
historical 
learning 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Animal Kingdom 
 

Under the sea 
 

Amazon Adventures 
 

Urban Pioneers 
Communicate knowledge 
and understanding about 
histiorical events in a 
variety of ways – labelled 
diagrams, recounts, 
stories, diaries 
Select data and organise it 
to answer historical 
questions 
 

Climate Zones 
 

Local Legends 
Produce well-structured 
narratives, descriptions 
and explanations 
Make appropriate use of 
historical terms in 
discussions and 
understand concepts 
(local, regional, national 
and international) 

 
 

-  

 

 

 


