
 
 

WELCOME BACK – take two! 
MARCH 2021 

 
A guide for parents and children for when we return to school on 8th March 

 
This document contains all of the information you should need to prepare for returning to school on 8th March. 
Please be aware that this is based on the most recent guidance given to schools by the Department for 
Education and is subject to change if the Government amends plans before this date.   
 

Class/bubble/staffing arrangements for returning from 8th March 
The government has stated that ALL children are expected to return to school from Monday 8th March 
and they will continue to be taught in discrete bubbles. At Graveley, each class group and their 
teachers will continue to work in a ‘bubble’ and remain together, separate from other bubbles at all 
points throughout the day. Staffing of bubbles will be the same as it was before Christmas.  
 

Whilst it is not our policy to fine parents for non-attendance, if you choose not to return your child, we 
will be required to mark this as unauthorised absence. 
 

Social Distancing/Control Measures 
Whilst the guidance acknowledges that young children do not need to social distance from each other 
within bubbles, we will continue to encourage them to maintain ‘distance’, where we can, meaning 
they cannot hold hands, hug, push/shove etc. School adults however are expected to follow the 
government’s 1metre+ guidance, distancing from the children and from each other and wearing face 
masks around school. Where this is not possible e.g. for First Aid, or if a child is distressed or needs 
physical support, adults are advised to adopt a side-by-side position and minimise the time spent 
within 2 metres. 
 

The children are familiar with the way school works and how classrooms look and there will be no 
change for them from the Autumn Term. We will continue to employ our control measures: regular 
hand washing/sanitising; bubbles separate and enhanced cleaning moving forward. All school staff 
are now required to wear face masks moving around school and undertake twice weekly Covid testing 
using the lateral flow home testing kits. There will be no access to the school building, at any time, 
for parents, unless by prior appointment.  
 
We were very impressed with how the children adapted at the start of the academic year and are 
confident they will quickly settle back to life learning face-to-face.  
 

Drop off and collection procedures including wrap-around care 
As per guidance, school will continue to have staggered start and end times with social distancing 
maintained throughout. Please note that these times have changed from previously. This is to allow 
us to maximise time in school for pupils, yet still maintain social distancing between parents. Parents 
are now asked to wear a face covering (unless medically exempt) at all times when on the school 
site. 

 

 Class 4 Class 3 Class 2 Class 1 

Drop Off 8.50am 9am 9.05am 9.10am 

Pick Up 3.15pm 3.10pm 3.05pm 3pm 
 
As before, if you have children in different year groups, you are welcome to drop both children off at 
the earlier of the two class drop off times and collect at the later time.  
 



*********IMPORTANT*********** 
As we have reduced the time in between drop of and pick-ups it is vital that you please stick to the 
designated time for your class. If you arrive early, please remain in your car until you can see that 
all of the previous children have entered and the pedestrian gate has closed. Likewise, upon collection 
can we politely ask you not to linger outside of school, as we must all still adhere to current 
government guidelines on social contact. Parents of children in Class 4 may drop their children at the 
gate, at 8.50am, to walk into school unaccompanied. However, until the wider restrictions on social 
contact are lifted, we will not be able to allow Year 6 pupils to walk down to the village after school. 
We will endeavour to reinstate this as soon as we can. 
 

To manage social distancing only one parent can escort your children to and from school. Apart from 
these changes to timing and the requirement for face masks, all procedures for drop off and collection 
will remain the same as before Christmas. 
 
Breakfast and Afterschool Clubs 

Unfortunately given that children must remain in their bubbles, we still cannot run our after-school 
clubs. However, as before Christmas, if, due to work, you need to drop your child off at school early 
we are able to offer ‘Early Drop-Off’ between 8-8.30am. There will be a flat charge of £2 for this, which 
does not include breakfast. Children will be supervised, in their classrooms by their teachers. We 
need you to confirm with the school office, by the Friday before, if you will be needing this and for 
which days. Payment can be made online via Parentmail. 
 

What children will need to bring to school 
Please send children in with only: 

 Water bottle 

 Coat, hat, gloves weather dependent  

 Packed lunch (if required) 

 Bookbag – Class 1 & 2 only (for taking home drawings etc. staff will not be checking/handling them) 

 Fruit snack (KS2 only) 

 
Children are not permitted to bring in other items from home e.g. pencil cases, cuddly toys or show 
and tell items, unless specifically agreed with their class teacher. All children will be provided with 
their own set of school stationery to minimise the sharing of equipment. All parent correspondence 
will be electronic. We ask that children from classes 2-4 come into school wearing their PE kits on 
their PE days (C2 -Mon; C3 -Thur; C4 -Weds) and children in Class 1 to bring their kit into school on 
8th March, where it will remain until Easter. 
 

Homework and Google Classroom 
Teachers will use Google Classroom to communicate with you regarding weekly homework tasks, 
similar to before Christmas. We will also be using a Google Docs reading record sheet on Google 
Classroom – more information will come from class teachers. 
 

Medical and First Aid Information 
Please ensure that any inhalers or epipens are handed to Mrs Andrews on the first day back. We are 
still unable to administer any short-term medication, even if it has been prescribed, at this time e.g. 
antibiotics. If your child requires medication during the school day, please liaise with the school office 
to arrange for a parent to come up to school to administer to their child. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read though this information. We hope it provides you with everything 
you need to prepare your child for their return to school. If you have any specific concerns about your 
child’s return, please do not hesitate to contact their teacher, or the school office to speak to Mrs Hand 
or Mrs Andrews. We have scheduled telephone parent consultations before the Easter Holidays and 
hope they provide an opportunity to discuss your child’s transition back to school and progress. 

The Graveley Team 


