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7th January 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Here at Graveley, after a stressful few days, things are beginning to settle. We have had 
many more families than in the last lockdown requesting critical key-worker provision and 
have worked extremely hard to arrange bubbles in school to maintain safety for all staff and 
children. To keep everyone as safe as possible (staff, children and families) and to adhere to 
the stay-at-home order we need to keep numbers in school as low as we can – like many 
schools nationwide, we are now at full capacity. Ongoing, we must ensure that only those 
families that must have their children in school do so. 

If you watched the Prime Minister on Monday, you will have heard him describe schools as 
“vectors of transmission.” This effectively means that by sending your child to school you are 
significantly increasing their chances of catching the virus and bringing it back into your home. 
We will always do our utmost to mitigate against the spread of the virus in school and one of 
our key strategies is keeping the number of people onsite to an absolute minimum. If we can 
keep our numbers as low as possible every day, we limit, but do not eliminate, any risk of the 
virus spreading. 

The decision to close schools was taken to control the epidemic nationally. This means 
reducing social contact. Primarily, the less people that you are in contact with, the quicker the 
impact will be on reducing the number testing positive. 

On-site education should only be for those families that absolutely have to have their children 
in. If you managed before, we will help you to manage this time. We know it is hard but this 
cannot be a reason for asking for provision within school. Our staff are prepared to come to 
work and teach our vulnerable and children of critical key workers. However, if staff begin to 
feel unsafe and we do not have staff in school, we may have to close bubbles and work with 
Hertfordshire County Council to find alternative provision for your child(ren).  This is not as 
easy as it was back in March as many schools within our local area are also feeling the 
enormous strain of an increasing number of families needing onsite schooling. 

We are now much better prepared to support you with remote learning than in March last 
year. Our aim is to attempt to build on the sense of connection between school and home and 
to reduce the risk of the children losing what they have learnt in the last term. 

However, here are a few things to bear in mind... 

1. The first and most important outcome of this situation is that we all survive (physically and 
mentally) this pandemic! 

2. The majority of children caught up on most of their missed learning last term - so we can 
catch them up again. 

3. There is more to child development than academic attainment and improving one’s 
knowledge. 
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These statements are not an excuse for us all not try to help children continue their learning 
over lockdown, or allowing the children to do no learning during the next six or more weeks. 
However, we need to strike a balance for us all. 

The remote learning is there to support you and your children to learn at home whilst we get 
this virus under control, so if you do not log on to every meeting or your child is not enjoying 
them, or they do not fit with your work / home learning schedule, then please do not stress. If 
you need the children to engage in BBC lessons for a day or so, or work on Purple Mash or 
you all need to go for a walk during the day then that is okay. To be honest it is probably 
better than okay, if trying to keep to the timetable and logging on each time is going to cause 
you and your children to be overly stressed. 

Also, there might be a problems that arise with the technology so if you log on and you are 
not admitted or there is a sound or video problem etc., then please just log off, have a look at 
the timetable and go for it. Do not stress, there is no need to ring the school or email, just 
breathe and do what you think is right for your child and have a go at the set daily work or an 
alternative. 

We thank you for supporting us at this time. 

Kind regards, 

 

Nicky Hand  

Headteacher 


