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Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your wonderful donations for Harvest this week. The children have been busy at school writing Harvest 

prayers and poetry; finding out facts about Harvest and completing some artwork. A PowerPoint of their work will be 

made available on Google Classroom by the end of the day.  

Council leaders across Hertfordshire are encouraging people to celebrate Halloween safely, helping to save lives by 

preventing the spread of Covid-19.  This year, many Halloween traditions such as trick or treating carry a risk and 

Hertfordshire County Council have asked us to share their message of ways to stick to a safer way of having fun.  

Top 5 low risk Halloween activities:  

• Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household and displaying them in your window, or outside. This 

year, why not carve a rainbow in your pumpkin? See our ‘how to’ video here: https://youtu.be/8rm4ri9_PxE  

• Taking part in a local ‘spot the pumpkin’ trail throughout half term week, where people display pumpkin or Halloween 

pictures in their windows and you have to try and find them all with your family  

• Organising a Halloween scavenger hunt, where children from your household are given lists of Halloween-themed things 

to look for either in your home, or outdoors  

• Having a virtual Halloween costume competition using Zoom or Skype  

• Having a Halloween film night with your household. 

3 higher risk activities to avoid this Halloween:  

• Participating in traditional trick-or-treating, where treats are handed to children who go door to door  

• Attending crowded fancy dress parties or any party where there are more than six people  

• Going to an indoor haunted house where people may be crowded together and screaming. 

If you have any COVID-19 symptoms, think you may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19, or you have been told 

to self-isolate, you should not participate in any in-person Halloween festivities and should not give out sweets to trick-or-

treaters.  

We know that children do love to dress up at this time of the year, and we would normally be holding a Spooky Disco for 

them to come and show off their outfits. This year we have decided that on Thursday 22nd October, the children may 

come to school in their spooky fancy dress outfits instead. Our FOG donation bucket will be out during drop off and pick-

up times. We also still have some Quiz Packs available – please see the next page for more details.  

At this time of the year, we would usually be thinking about holding our Open Morning for those children due to join us in 

September 2021. Unfortunately, we have to minimise the number of visitors on site and so this year will be offering a 

virtual tour instead. In order to reach as many families as possible, Mrs Andrews has designed a flyer which we hoped to 

could go out to local neighbourhoods. If you are able to help us by posting some through letterboxes over the next few 

weeks – please let the office know.  

Have a good weekend! 

Nicky Hand (Headteacher) 

https://youtu.be/8rm4ri9_PxE


 
 
 
 

SOME REMINDERS 

Covid-19: If your child is presenting with any symptoms of the virus, please keep them at home and arrange for them to 
be tested as soon as possible: 

• a new continuous cough  
and/or 

• high temperature  
and/or a  

• loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 

All members of the household must also self-isolate during this time. If a test comes back negative, then the child and 
siblings may return to school if well enough. If positive, then all members of the household must continue to isolate for 
14 days. 

 
If a child develops symptoms during the school day we will contact you to have them taken home and we will advise you 
to arrange for them to be tested at your earliest opportunity and let the school know the outcome as soon as you can. We 
are required to isolate children whilst they are waiting to be collected if they are showing symptoms. In some 
circumstances we are required to close classes if there are children or staff who are tested positive for the virus. This will 
only be done in conjunction with advice from public health. 

Happy Bags collection on Tuesday 20th October – please bring in your filled Happy Bags during morning drop-off on 
Tuesday 20th October.  Only fill bags with clean clothing, shoes and fashion accessories. Bed linen, pillows, blankets are 
not accepted. Thanks in advance for your support. 

 

Secondary School Applications - applications for secondary/upper school places is now open for children in Year 6.  
Applications should be made via the online application system at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions  If you do not 
have access to a computer, or have trouble in completing an application, please let the school office know. Applications 
close on 31st October 2020, however, please try to submit your application before this date in case you encounter any 
technical issues. 

 

 
KEY DATES for AUTUMN TERM 2020 

Plea 

Date   

Tuesday 20th October 2020 AM – Happy Bags collection. 

Thursday 22nd October 2020 Spooky Fancy Dress Day – children may come into school 
dressed up in their spooky costumes.  

Friday 23rd October 2020 Occasional Day - school closed. 

Monday 26th October – Friday 30th October 2020 HALF TERM – school closed. 

Monday 2nd November 2020 Children return to school. 

Week commencing 9th November 2020 Remembrance Week. 

Week commencing 16th November 
 
Monday 16th November 2020 

Anti-Bullying Week. 
 
Odd Socks Day. 

Wednesday 16th December 2020 Christmas Party Day and Christmas Lunch. 

Friday 18th December 2020 
(please note this date has changed from 
previous Newsletters) 

1:15pm – Break up for the Christmas holidays - early finish. 
 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 Children return to school. 

 
 

Graveley Big Family Autumn Quiz Pack -  This can be purchased for £10.00 per pack. You can 
nominate a quiz master in your home and compete against each other or arrange to host a 
Zoom-style quiz night with other members of your wider family or friends – maybe compete 
against another Graveley family. There are 10+ rounds suitable for all the family with a sealed 
envelope with the answers. Prizes are included for the winners. You will also find a Halloween 
craft pack for all the family to enjoy, a Halloween recipe book and a fun half-term activity 
pack for each child in your family. Packs can be purchased via Parentmail PMX or through Mrs 
Hand or Mrs Andrews during drop-off or collection. 

 

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

