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The ‘Intent’ of our Geography Curriculum 

Geography is fundamental for everyone. It starts very early, when young children begin to encounter and 

discover the world and can nourish and enrich a whole lifetime of learning. At Graveley we intend our 

geography curriculum to engender excitement, creativity and critical thinking about the world, to equip our 

pupils to make their own way in it. The majority of our pupils live in the urban new town of Stevenage. Even 

those who live in the village of Graveley, are mostly interconnected to the places and spaces of the nearby 

town. We aim for our pupils to realise that geography can be ‘about them’ and growing up in our local area, 

but also challenge and excite them with ideas that might be beyond their immediate horizon. Approximately 

85% of our pupils are from White British backgrounds and we will encourage our pupils to recognise 

similarities and differences across the world, developing knowledge and understanding and the ability to ’see’ 

the world through the different local, national and global perspectives. We intend to begin with their own 

identity and place in the world (Who am I? Where do I come from? Where do I live? How does it look? How 

is it changing?) and then develop their understanding of the physical world itself and the human environment. 

We want to focus on our pupils being active participants and investigators, as geography has always been a 

‘discovery’ subject and will actively plan ‘real world’ field work opportunities wherever possible. 

 

The ‘Implementation’ of our Geography Curriculum 

Geography at Graveley is taught as discrete lessons, both as part of a geography-based half-termly topic 

and as specific geography objectives linking to other topics (e.g. naming the oceans and seas in the Class 1 

topic ‘Under the Sea’). It may also be discussed and covered through creative links to other subjects, such 

as the study of certain texts in English (e.g. The Butterfly Lion in Class 3). Given our mixed-aged classes, 

geography units and objectives are taught following a two-year rolling programme with a clear progression 

of skills between phases, rather than specific year groups. Teachers have identified the key knowledge and 

skills of each blocked topic or sequence of lessons and consideration has been given to ensure progression 

across topics throughout each phase across the school.  Our children are taught geography using a variety 

of enriching learning tools: through first-hand experiences; and also using textbooks, maps and digital 

technology. At Graveley, we provide opportunities for children to explore our village and utilise the local area 

to strengthen geographical skills, such as fieldwork and map reading. We use nearby resources for 

educational visits that link with current topics to enhance the cultural capital of our pupils, also embedding 

first-hand learning outside the classroom into our lessons. We promote a language-rich geography curriculum 

that encourages children to use subject-specific vocabulary and pupils utilise knowledge planners at the start 

and throughout a unit of geography work, to make that language stick! 

 

The ‘Impact’ of our Geography Curriculum 

Our geography curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression through 

each of the key strands: locational knowledge; place knowledge; human and physical geography; map skills; 

and fieldwork. Well-constructed lessons and sequences of lessons, enable our children to know more, 

remember more and do more. Children will have enjoyed their geography lessons and therefore look forward 

to finding out more about our world. Having experienced inspiring and engaging teaching, they will be 

encouraged to research independently to then further their own enjoyment and fascination about the subject. 

Children will have deepened their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes 

and how this affects people, landscapes and environments and become geographers or life. They will have 

developed a greater appreciation for the wonders of the wonders world



 

 

Progression in our Geography Curriculum 

Locational Knowledge 

• Pupils will develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine (National Curriculum 2013). 

• Pupils know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects materials and living things (ELG – Understanding the World (The World)) 
 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
Know that we live in a town 
called Stevenage (or village 
called Graveley). 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 

Family and Friends 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
Know that we live in a town 
called Stevenage (or village 
called Graveley). 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 

Marvellous 
Me 

Sensational 
Sense 

Family and 
Friends 

Memory 
Box 

Somewhere to Settle 
Build upon the KS1 skills and 
knowledge of the 4 countries of 
the UK and capitals 

 Global Goals 
Locate the countries (and 
capitals, mountains and rivers) 
of: Nepal 
(Kathmandu/Kilimanjaro), India 
(New Delhi/Ganges), China 
(Bejing/Yangtze), Bhutan 
(Thimphu)  

 

Name and locate the 4 countries of 
the UK and Capital Cities: England 
(London), Wales (Cardiff), Scotland 
(Edinburgh), Northern Ireland 
(Belfast) 
Name and locate Stevenage and 
Graveley, on a simple map of the 
UK 

Name and locate the 4 countries 
of the UK and Capital Cities: 
England (London), Wales 
(Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh), 
Northern Ireland (Belfast) 
Name and locate Stevenage and 
Graveley, on a simple map of the 
UK 

Autumn 2 Treasure Hunters 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 

Up, up and away 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 

Treasure 
Hunters 

Arctic 
Adventures 

Up, up and 
away 

To infinity 
and beyond 

 Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Build upon the KS1 skills and 
knowledge of the 4 countries of 
the UK and capitals 

Benin 
Locate the countries of West 
Africa: Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Togo, Ivory Coast 

Trading Posts 
Locate El Salvador and know 
capital (San Salvador) 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of the lines of 
latitude and longitude and time 
zones. 

Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and five oceans (Europe, 
Asia, Africa, North and South 
America, Australia, Antarctica; and 
the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic 
and Southern Oceans. 

Name and locate the 4 countries 
of the UK and Capital Cities: 
England (London), Wales 
(Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh), 
Northern Ireland (Belfast) 

Spring 1 Explorers 
 

Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 

 
To be able to find the island of 
the UK on a map and/or globe 

Marvellous  
Mixtures 

Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 

 
To be able to find the island of 
the UK on a map and/or globe 

Explorers Powerful 
People 

Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Great Fire 
of London 

Great Britain 
In addition to those in KS1 name 
and locate the regions of: South 
East, South West, East Anglia, 
Midlands, and the cities of 
Birmingham, Norwich and 
Cambridge. Locate the following 
mountains: Ben Nevis, Scafell 
Pike and Snowdon and National 
Parks of Lake District, Norfolk 
Broads. 

 Great Britain 
In addition to those in LKS2 
name and locate the counties of: 
Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Essex, Kent, 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Devon and Cornwall. Locate the 
following local rivers: River Lee, 
River Ivel, Great River Ouse, 
and the following other UK 
rivers:  River Thames, River 
Severn,  

 

Name and locate the 4 countries of 
the UK and Capital Cities: England 
(London), Wales (Cardiff), Scotland 
(Edinburgh), Northern Ireland 
(Belfast) 

Name and locate the 4 countries 
of the UK and Capital Cities: 
England (London), Wales 
(Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh), 
Northern Ireland (Belfast) and key 
features (flags and emblems). 
 
Name and locate the city of 
London on a map of the UK 

Spring 2 Tasty Treats 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 

Under the Sea 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 

Tasty Treats Fabulous 
Food 

Under the 
Sea 

Wonderful 
Weather 

80 days around the world 
Name and locate the following 
countries, capitals and 
mountains: 
France (Paris, Mont Blanc) 
Spain (Madrid) 
Italy (Rome) 
Germany (Berlin) 
Russia (Moscow) 
Identify the position and 
significance of the Equator, 
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
, Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres. And the Prime 
Meridian. 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

Name and locate the following 
countries and physical features , 
Italy, Sicily (Mt Etna, Vesuvius) 
France (The Alps, Mt Blanc), 
USA (San Francisco, Hawaii, 
Mauna Loa), Indonesia 
(Krakatoa). The Ring of Fire.  
Identify the position and 
significance of the Equator, 
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
, Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres. 

Oui Paris 
Name and locate the following 
countries, capitals and 
mountains: 
France (Paris, Lyon, Marseille, 
Nice, Calais, Bordeaux , Mont 
Blanc and the Alps Region, 
Seine, Loire), Switzerland and 
Austria. 

 

The Mississippi 
Name and locate the following 
countries capitals, cities, rivers 
and mountains: USA 
(Washington), New York, San 
Francisco, New Orleans, Los 
Angeles, Houston, The 
Mississippi, The Rocky 
Mountains, The Great Lakes. 

Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and five oceans (Europe, 
Asia, Africa, North and South 
America, Australia, Antarctica; and 
the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic 
and Southern Oceans. 

Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and five oceans 
(Europe, Asia, Africa, North and 
South America, Australia, 
Antarctica; and the Pacific, 
Atlantic, Indian, Arctic and 
Southern Oceans. 

Summer 1    
 

     

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 
 
To be able to find the island of 
the UK on a map and/or globe 

Green Fingers 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 
 
To be able to find the island of 
the UK on a map and/or globe 

Animal 
Kingdom 

Animal 
Antics 

Green 
Fingers 

The Great 
Outdoors  

Amazon Adventures 
Name and locate the following 
countries, capitals and features: 
Brazil (Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro, 
The Amazon River and 
Rainforest). Identify the position 
and significance of the Equator, 
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
and Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres. 

 Climate Zones 
Identify the position and 
significance of the lines of 
latitude and longitude and time 
zones. 

 

Name and locate the world’s 7 
continents and five oceans (Europe, 
Asia, Africa, North and South 
America, Australia, Antarctica; and 
the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic 
and Southern Oceans. 

Name and locate the 4 countries 
of the UK and Capital Cities: 
England (London), Wales 
(Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh), 
Northern Ireland (Belfast) 
Name and locate Stevenage and 
Graveley, on a simple map of the 
UK 



 

 

Place Knowledge 

• Pupils will develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a 
geographical context for understanding the actions of processes (National Curriculum 2013). 

• Pupils know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions  (ELG – Understanding the World (People and Communities)) 
 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me 
Know that we live in a town 
called Stevenage (or village 
called Graveley) and that there 
are house, shops, pubs, parks, 
churches etc. 
 
Understand that some of our 
family and friends live in different 
places in the UK and the world. 

 
 

Family and Friends 
Know that we live in a town 
called Stevenage (or village 
called Graveley) and that there 
are house, shops, pubs, parks, 
churches etc. 
 
Understand that some of our 
family and friends live in different 
places in the UK and the world. 

 
 

Marvellous 
Me 

Sensational 
Sense 

Family and 
Friends 

Memory 
Box 

Somewhere to Settle  Global Goals 
 

 

Understand some of the similarities 
and differences between Stevenage 
(Graveley) and places where some 
of our friends and families live. 

Understand some of the 
similarities and differences 
between Stevenage (Graveley) 
and places where some of our 
friends and families live. 

Autumn 2 Treasure Hunters 
Understand similarities and 
differences between Stevenage 
(Graveley) and tbc 

 

Up, up and away 
Understand similarities and 
differences between Stevenage 
(Graveley) and tbc 

 

Treasure 
Hunters 

Arctic 
Adventures 

Up, up and 
away 

To infinity 
and beyond 

 Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Benin 
 

Trading Posts 
Understand the geographical 
similarities and differences of 
the human and physical 
geography of London (and the 
South East) and El Salvador 

 

Understand similarities and 
differences between Stevenage 
(Graveley) and a non-European 
country: 
Class 1 tbc 
Class 2 Antarctica 

Understand similarities and 
differences between Stevenage 
(Graveley) and a non-European 
country: 
Class 1 tbc 
Class 2 tbc 

Spring 1 Explorers 
 

 

Marvellous  
Mixtures 

 

Explorers Powerful 
People 

Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Great Fire 
of London 

Great Britain 
Understand the human and 
physical geography of the region 
of the UK – Stevenage 
(Graveley) 

 Great Britain 
Understand the human and 
physical geography of the region 
of the UK – London and the 
South East 

 

  

Spring 2 Tasty Treats 
 

 

Under the Sea 
 

 

Tasty Treats Fabulous 
Food 

Under the 
Sea 

Wonderful 
Weather 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
Understand the geographical 
similarities and differences of the 
human and physical geography 
of London (and the South East) 
and Paris. 

The Mississippi 
Understand the geographical 
similarities and differences of 
the human and physical 
geography of London (and the 
South East) and New Orleans. 

  

Summer 1 Brilliant Builders Let’s Pretend Brilliant 
Builders 

Fantastic 
Forts 

Let’s 
Pretend 

The Big Dig     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 

Green Fingers 
 

Animal 
Kingdom 

Animal 
Antics 

Green 
Fingers 

The Great 
Outdoors  

Amazon Adventures 
Understand the geographical 
similarities and differences of the 
human and physical geography 
of London (and the South East) 
and Brazil (an Amazonian 
rainforest village) 

 

 Climate Zones 
 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Pupils understand the processes that give rise to key human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about special variation and change over time (National 
Curriculum 2013). 

• Pupils talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another (ELG – Understanding the World (The World)) 
 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me 
Know and identify: city, town, 
village, house, shop 
 
 

Family and Friends 
Know and identify: city, town, 
village, house, shop 
 

 

Marvellous Me Sensational Sense Family and 

Friends 

Memory Box Somewhere to Settle 
Describe and understand types 
of settlement and land use 
 
Understand the Water Cycle – 
taught in Science Unit 

 
Global Goals 

Describe and understand the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water. 

 
Know and identify: city, town, 
village, house, shop 

Know and identify: city, town, 
village, house, shop 
 
 
 

Autumn 2 Treasure Hunters 
Know and identify: north pole 
and south pole 

 

Up, up and away 
Know and identify: north pole 
and south pole 

 

Treasure Hunters Arctic Adventures Up, up and away To infinity and 
beyond  

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

Describe and understand types 
of settlement and land use 

Benin 
 

Trading Posts 
Describe and understand 
economic activity including trade 
links. 

Identify hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the 
equator and north and south poles. 
 

 

Spring 1 
 
 
 

Explorers 
 

 

Marvellous  
Mixtures 

 

Explorers Powerful People Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Great Fire of 
London 

Great Britain 
Understand the geographical 
similarities and differences of the 
human and physical geography 
of the different regions of the UK 

 
Great Britain 

    

Spring 2 Tasty Treats 
 

 

Under the Sea 
Know and identify: north pole 
and south pole 
Describe hot and cold places. 

 
 

Tasty Treats Fabulous Food Under the Sea Wonderful 
Weather 

80 days around the world 
Understand the geographical 
similarities and differences of the 
human and physical geography 
of London, France (Paris, Mont 
Blanc) 
Spain (Madrid) 
Italy (Rome) 
Germany (Berlin) 
Russia (Moscow) 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes 

Oui Paris 

 
The Mississippi 

 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of rivers and the water 
cycle (advanced vocabulary) 

Know and identify: city, town, 
village, factory, farm,  shop, forest, 
hill, mountain, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season. 

Know and identify: port, harbour, 
shop, beach, cliff, coast, sea, 
ocean, season, weather 
 
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the UK 
 
Identify hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to 
the equator and north and south 
poles. 
 

Summer 1 
 
 
 

Brilliant Builders Let’s Pretend Brilliant Builders Fantastic Forts Let’s Pretend The Big Dig 

     
 
 

 
 
 

 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
Know and identify: north pole 
and south pole 
Describe hot and cold places. 

 
 

Green Fingers 

 

Animal Kingdom Animal Antics Green Fingers The Great 

Outdoors  
Amazon Adventures 

Describe and understand the 
distribution of natural resources 
including food (fair trade) 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of vegetation belts 
(forest and desert) and the water 
cycle (simple vocabulary) 

 Climate Zones 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of climate zones, 
biomes (forest, desert, tundra, 
????? ) and vegetation belts 

 Know and identify: forest, hill, 
mountain, soil, valley, vegetation.  
 

Know and identify: forest, hill, 
mountain, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season.  
 

 

 



 

 

Geographical Skills – Map Skills 

• Pupils will interpret a range of sources of geographical information and communicate geographical information in a variety  of ways (National Curriculum 2013). 

• Pupils will talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another (ELG – Understanding the World (The World)) 
 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me 
 
Look at simple maps and globes and 

understand that they show different 
places around the world. 
 

 

Family and Friends 
 
Look at simple maps and globes and 

understand that they show different 
places around the world. 
 

 

Marvellous Me Sensational Sense Family and 
Friends 

Memory Box Somewhere to Settle 
Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 
 
Use the 8 points of the compass and four 

figure grid references. 

 
Global Goals 

Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 

studied 

 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries. 
 

Use aerial photos and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic physical and 
human features. 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries. 
 

Use aerial photos and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic physical 
and human features. 

Autumn 2 Treasure Hunters 
Understand similarities and differences 

between Stevenage (Graveley) and tbc 

 
Look at simple maps and globes and 

understand that they show different 
places around the world. 
 

 
Make a compass to show North, South, 
East and West. 

 
 
 

Up, up and away 
Understand similarities and differences 

between Stevenage (Graveley) and tbc 
 
 

Look at simple maps and globes and 
understand that they show different 
places around the world. 

 
Make a compass to show North, South, 
East and West. 

 

 
 

Treasure Hunters Arctic Adventures Up, up and away To infinity and 
beyond  

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer* mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

 
*Use Google Maps or equivalent to 
locate countries and apply different 

layers to describe physical and human 
features 

 
Use the 8 points of the compass and four 
figure grid references. 

 
Use symbols and keys including basic 
OS symbols to build knowledge of the 

UK. 

 Trading Posts 
 

Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 
Use the 8 points of the compass and six 
figure grid references. 

 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the seven continents and five 
oceans.  

 
Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East, West) and directional language 

(near, far, left, right) to describe the location 
and features of routes on a map. 
 

Use aerial photos and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic physical and 
human features. 

 
Devise a simple (sketch) map. 
Use and construct basic symbols in a key 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries. 
 

 
Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East, West) and directional 

language (near, far, left, right) to describe 
the location and features of routes on a 
map. 

 
Use aerial photos and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic physical 

and human features. 
 

Spring 1 Explorers 
 

 

Marvellous  
Mixtures 

 

Explorers Powerful People Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Great Fire of 
London 

Great Britain 
Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 
Use the 8 points of the compass and four 
figure grid references. 

 
Use symbols and keys including basic 
OS symbols to build knowledge of the 

UK. 

 
Great Britain 

Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 
Use the 8 points of the compass and six 
figure grid references. 

 
Use symbols and keys including a wider 
range of OS symbols to build knowledge 

of the UK. 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries. 

 
 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries. 

 
 

Spring 2 Tasty Treats 
 

Look at simple maps and globes and 

understand that they show different 
places around the world. 
 

 
Make a compass to show North, South, 
East and West. 

  
 

Under the Sea 
 

Look at simple maps and globes and 

understand that they show different 
places around the world. 
 

 
Make a compass to show North, South, 
East and West. 

 

Tasty Treats Fabulous Food Under the Sea Wonderful 

Weather 
80 days around the world 

Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied 

 
Use the 8 points of the compass and four 
figure grid references. 

 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 

to locate countries and describe features 
studied 
 

Use the 8 points of the compass and four 
figure grid references. 
 

Oui Paris 
Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied  

 
Use the 8 points of the compass and six 
figure grid references. 

 

The Mississippi 
Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 
to locate countries and describe features 
studied Use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the seven continents and five 

oceans.  
 
Use simple compass directions (North, 

South, East, West) and directional language 
(near, far, left, right) to describe the location 
and features of routes on a map. 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the seven continents and five 

oceans. 
 
Use simple compass directions (North, 

South, East, West) and directional 
language (near, far, left, right) to describe 
the location and features of routes on a 

map. 
 
Use aerial photos and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic physical 
and human features. 
 

Devise a simple (sketch) map. 
Use and construct basic symbols in a key 

Summer 1 Brilliant Builders Let’s Pretend Brilliant Builders Fantastic Forts Let’s Pretend The Big Dig 

     

 
 

 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 
Look at simple maps and globes and 
understand that they show different 
places around the world. 

 

Green Fingers 

 
Look at simple maps and globes and 
understand that they show different 

places around the world. 

 

Animal Kingdom Animal Antics Green Fingers The Great 
Outdoors  

Amazon Adventures 
Use maps, atlases and globes mapping 

to locate countries and describe features 
studied 
 

Use the 8 points of the compass and four 
figure grid references. 

 
 

 Climate Zones 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer* mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

 
*Building on LKS2, use Google Maps 
(with mapfab.com) or equivalent to create 

their own custom maps, including 
thematic maps where appropriate.   

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the seven continents and five 
oceans. 

 
Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East, West) and directional language 

(near, far, left, right) to describe the location 
and features of routes on a map. 
 

Devise a simple (sketch) map. 
Use and construct basic symbols in a key 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries. 
 

 
Use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East, West) and directional 

language (near, far, left, right) to describe 
the location and features of routes on a 
map. 

 
Use aerial photos and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic physical 

and human features. 
 
Devise a simple (sketch) map. 

Use and construct basic symbols in a key 



 

 

Geographical Skills – Field Work 

• Pupils will collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes (National Curriculum 2013). 

• Pupils will talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another (ELG – Understanding the World (The World)) 

•  

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me 
 
Observe and talk about things the can 
see in the environment local to them. 

 
 

Family and Friends 
 
Observe and talk about things the can 
see in the environment local to them. 

 
 

 

Marvellous Me Sensational Sense Family and 
Friends 

Memory Box Somewhere to Settle 
Use fieldwork to observe measure record 
and present the key physical and human 
aspects of the local area 

- Local transport survey 
- Local sketch map 

 
Global Goals 

  
Observe and discuss the human and 
physical features of their local area – home 

and school. 
 

Observe and discuss the human and 
physical features of their local area – home 

and school 

Autumn 2 Treasure Hunters 
Observe and talk about things the can 

see in the environment local to them. 

 
 
 

Up, up and away 
Observe and talk about things the can 

see in the environment local to them. 
 

 
 

Treasure Hunters Arctic Adventures Up, up and away To infinity and 
beyond  

Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 
Use fieldwork to observe measure record 
and present the key physical and human 

aspects of the local area 
- Local land use survey 

- Local sketch map and plan 
- Digital map of local area 

 

 Trading Posts 
 

 
  

Spring 1 Explorers 
 

 

Marvellous  
Mixtures 

 

Explorers Powerful People Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Great Fire of 
London 

Great Britain 
  

Great Britain 

    

Spring 2 Tasty Treats 
 

Observe and talk about things the can 
see in the environment local to them. 

  
 

Under the Sea 
 

Observe and talk about things the can 
see in the environment local to them. 

 

Tasty Treats Fabulous Food Under the Sea Wonderful 
Weather 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
 

The Mississippi 
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, 

record and present the physical features 
of a local river system 

- Sketch maps 

- Flow rates 
- Erosion 

  

Summer 1 Brilliant Builders Let’s Pretend Brilliant Builders Fantastic Forts Let’s Pretend The Big Dig 

     

 
 
 

 
 

 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
 
Observe and talk about things the can 

see in the environment local to them. 

 

Green Fingers 

 
Observe and talk about things the can 
see in the environment local to them. 

 

Animal Kingdom Animal Antics Green Fingers The Great 

Outdoors  
Amazon Adventures 

 
 

 Climate Zones 
    Use simple fieldwork and observational 

skills to study the geography of the school 
and its grounds and key human and 
physical features of its surrounding area 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Geographical Vocabulary and Language 
General 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 

Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 City 
Compass 
Country 
Earth 
East 

England 
Globe 

Graveley 
House 
Land 

London 
Map 
North 
Park 
Place 
Sea 

Shop 
South 

Stevenage 
Town 
Village 
West 

 

World 
Country 

Capital City 
City 

United Kingdom 
England 
London 
Wales 
Cardiff 

Scotland 
Edinburgh 

Northern Ireland 
Belfast 

Stevenage 
Graveley 

 

Continent 
Ocean 

Sea 
Europe 

Asia 
North America 
South America 

Africa 
Australia 
Antarctica 

Pacific Ocean 
Atlantic Ocean 
Indian Ocean 
Arctic Ocean 

Southern Ocean 
 

Map 
Globe 
Atlas 
North 
South 
East 
West 
Near 
Far 
Left  

Right 
Location 
Route 

Landmark 
Symbol 

 
Equator 

North Pole 
South Pole 

 
Beach 
Cliff 

Coast 
Forest 

Hill 
Mountain 

Sea 
Ocean 
River 
Soil 

Valley 
Vegetation 

Season 
Weather 

 
City 

Town 
Village 
Factory 
Farm 
House 
Office 
Port 

Harbour 
Shop 

 
 

 

South East 
South West 
East Anglia 
Midlands 

Birmingham 
Norwich 

Cambridge 
Ben Nevis 

Scafell Pike 
Snowdon 

National Park 
Lake District 

Norfolk Broads 
 

France (Paris) 
Spain (Madrid) 

Italy (Rome) 
Germany (Berlin) 
Russia (Moscow) 
Brasil (Brasilia) 

 
Equator 

Northern Hemisphere 
Southern Hemisphere 

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 

Prime Meridian 
 
 
 

River 
Mountain 
Volcano 

Earthquake 
Water Cycle 
Settlement 
Land Use 

Natural Resources 
Fair Trade 

 
 

Map 
Atlas 
Globe 

Digital map 
North-east 
South-east 
North-west 
South-west 

Grid reference 
Ordnance survey 

Symbol 
Key 

Sketch map 
Plan 

Observe 
Measure 
Record 
Present 

 
 

Hertfordshire 
Bedfordshire 

Buckinghamshire 
Essex 
Kent 

Cambridgeshire 
Norfolk 
Suffolk 
Devon 

Cornwall 
River Lee 
River Ivel 

Great River Ouse 
River Thames 
River Severn 

 
West Africa 

Benin 
Ghana 
Nigeria 
Togo 

Ivory Coast 
 

France (Paris, Lyon, 
Marseille, Nice, Calais, 

Bordeaux 
Mont Blanc 
The Alps 

The Seine 
Loire) 

Switzerland 
Austria 
Nepal 

(Kathmandu/Kilimanjaro) 
India (New 

Delhi/Ganges) 
China (Bejing/Yangtze) 

Bhutan (Thimphu) 
 

 

El Salvador 
San Salvador 

USA (Washington) 
New York, 

San Francisco, 
New Orleans, 
Los Angeles, 

Houston, 
The Mississippi, 

The Rocky Mountains, 
The Great Lakes 

 
Distribution 

Natural Resources 
Energy 

Minerals 
Economic Activity 

Trade Links 
 

Climate Zone 
Biome 
Forest 
Desert 
Tundra 

Savanna 
Ecosystem 

Vegetation Belt 
River 
Coast 

 
Map 
Atlas 
Globe 

Digital map 
North-east 
South-east 
North-west 
South-west 

Grid reference 
Ordnance survey 

Latitude 
Longitude 

Time Zones 

Autumn 2 

Spring 1 

Spring 2 

Summer 1 

Summer 2 
 



 

 

Geographical Vocabulary and Language 
Topic Specific – working document to be added to as each topic is taught 

 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B Year A Year B 
Class 1 Class 2 Class 1 Class 2 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me 
Earth 
England 
Town 
Stevenage 
Village 
Graveley 
Sea 
Land 

Family and Friends 
 

Marvellous 
Me 

Sensational 
Sense 

Family and 
Friends 

Memory 
Box 

Somewhere to Settle 
Shelter 
Defence 
Settlers 
City 
Transport 
Leisure 
Town 
Industrial 
Village 
Housing 
Residential 
Land use 
Business 
settlement 

 Global Goals 
 
Nepal (Kathmandu/Kilimanjaro), 
India (New Delhi/Ganges), China 
(Bejing/Yangtze), Bhutan 
(Thimphu)  
Sustainability 
Economy 
Urban 
Rural 
Suburban 
Global 
Equality 
Settlement 
Satellite 
Hamlet 
Nuclear + linear 
Megacity 
Resort 
Market town 
Communities 
Renewable 
HS2 
Industrial Revolution 

 

Country 
Capital City  
UK  
England (London),  
Wales (Cardiff),  
Scotland (Edinburgh),  
Northern Ireland (Belfast) 
Stevenage 
Graveley 

 

Autumn 2 Treasure Hunters 
 

Up, up and away 
 

Treasure 
Hunters 

Arctic 
Adventures 

Up, up and 
away 

To infinity 
and beyond 

 Marvellous Maps & Land 
Use 

 

Benin 
 

Trading Posts 
 

  

Spring 1 Explorers 
 

 

Marvellous  
Mixtures 

 

Explorers Powerful 
People 

Marvellous 
Mixtures 

Great Fire 
of London 

Great Britain 
 

 Great Britain 
 

 

  

Spring 2 Tasty Treats 
 

Under the Sea 
 

Tasty Treats Fabulous 
Food 

Under the 
Sea 

Wonderful 
Weather 

80 days around the world 
 

Mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes 

 

Oui Paris 
 

The Mississippi 
 

  

Summer 1 Brilliant Builders Let’s Pretend Brilliant 
Builders 

Fantastic 
Forts 

Let’s 
Pretend 

The Big Dig     

 
 

 

Summer 2 Animal Kingdom 
Know that we live in a country 
called England on planet Earth 
 
Recognise that a map shows 
seas in blue and land in green. 
 
To be able to find the island of 
the UK on a map and/or globe 

Green Fingers 
the UK on a map and/or globe 

Animal 
Kingdom 

Animal 
Antics 

Green 
Fingers 

The Great 
Outdoors  

Amazon Adventures 
 

 Climate Zones 
 

 

 


